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GEMS Metropole School
MOTOR CITY

INTRODUCTION

Dear Parents and Students,
Welcome to The Active School at Metropole.

At Metropole School, we are proud to offer a vibrant, inclusive, and future-focused
learning environment where academic excellence is paired with personal growth
and physical development.

The Active School encompasses Years 7 to 9—a pivotal stage in the Metropole
journey where students transition from foundational learning to more specialised,
student-led experiences. We focus on developing well-rounded individuals who
excel academically, athletically, creatively, and as engaged members of the
community. Through a dynamic and supportive environment, students are
empowered to grow in confidence, take ownership of their learning, and actively
contribute to school life and beyond.

Our curriculum is guided by the vision of a Creative and Curiosity-Driven Curriculum (CCC). This approach encourages
students to think beyond the classroom, take bold risks, and solve problems creatively. It is supported by our LEADS
framework, which underpins all aspects of school life:

® L: Leadership & Personal Development
® E: Enterprise & Innovation

® A: Active Learning & Future Ready

® D: Diversity & Global Awareness

® S: Sustainability & Social Responsibility

The Active School journey is structured into three distinct phases, each designed to support students’ academic, social,
and athletic development:
® Year 7 — Transition & Discovery. Students begin their journey by building confidence, forming new friendships, and
adapting to a more independent learning environment. They explore a broad curriculum, are introduced to the
Active Baccalaureate, and begin developing leadership through the Learning to Lead programme.
®* Year 8 — Growth & Confidence. Students consolidate their learning, deepen subject knowledge, and begin to
identify personal strengths and interests. With increased responsibility and access to enrichment and competitive
opportunities, they grow in confidence and capability.
® Year 9 — Readiness & Responsibility. As students prepare for Key Stage 4, they begin to specialise in subjects and
take greater ownership of their learning. Performance tracking, mentoring, and leadership roles help them build
the skills and mindset needed for future success.
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INTRODUCTION (continued)

We are committed to supporting every student through this exciting and transformative stage of their
education.

This booklet outlines the subjects, pathways, assessments and opportunities available this year.

| look forward to a year filled with exciting learning opportunities, memorable experiences and remarkable
achievements.

Together, let us make this academic year at Metropole School a truly exceptional one.

Yours sincerely,

Vol .

Ms. Kelly Lohe
Head of The Active School
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SECONDARY LEADERSHIP TEAM
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Kelly Lohe Sinead McElhone

Headteacher Headteacher
The Active School The Future School
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Joseph Gannon
Deputy Headteacher
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Clair Knowland Mohamed Ghanchi Mr. Stuart Wilson Mohammad Mosafeer
Assistant Headteacher Assistant Headteacher Assistant Headteacher Assistant Headteacher
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GEMS Metropole School
MOTOR CITY

WELCOME FROM THE HEAD OF YEAR 9

Dear Year 9 Students and Parents,

Welcome back to the Active School and to another exciting year at GEMS Metropole Motor City. It is with great
pleasure and enthusiasm that | welcome you to Year 9 as our students continue their secondary school journey
with greater confidence and ambition.

Year 9 is an exciting and important stage in every student's journey. As the final year in the Active School, it
provides an opportunity for students to build on the strong foundations of Years 7 and 8 while developing
greater independence, resilience, and maturity. With increased expectations both academically and personally,
we encourage every student to take pride in their learning, demonstrate positive behaviour, and embrace the
responsibilities that come with being one of the senior year groups in The Active School.

A key focus this year will be the GCSE Options process. Throughout the year, students will be supported in
exploring their strengths, interests, and future aspirations to help them make informed subject choices for Key
Stage 4. We encourage families to engage with this process and work closely with us as students prepare for this
important milestone.

Alongside academic success, we encourage all students to make the most of the many leadership, sporting,
performing arts, and enrichment opportunities available. These experiences help build confidence, teamwork,
and character, supporting students both in school and beyond.

As always, our pastoral team is committed to ensuring every student feels supported, valued, and challenged to
achieve their very best. By continuing to work together with families, we are confident that Year 9 will be a year

of growth, achievement, and exciting opportunities.

We look forward to welcoming you back and wish everyone a successful and rewarding year ahead.

Best regards,

Mr. Andrew Meadows
Head of Year 9

Mr. Andrew Meadows
Head of Year 9
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STUDENT LEADERSHIP

Student Leadership is visible in all aspects of Metropole life. It is embedded within our curriculum and there
are many opportunities to develop personal leadership skills within various leadership roles and our broad
skills programme.

At GEMS Metropole School, we provide all students with the opportunity to Discover Leadership. We believe
that student leadership develops confidence, resilience and responsibility. Through a wide-ranging
leadership programmes, our students are becoming creative thinkers, problem solvers and more effective
communicators, which is an integral part of lifelong learning.

We have student leaders across all phases of the school, representing key areas such as;

Curriculum Girls Up Committee
Global Cultural Leaders Wellbeing

Incorporating Student Voice

Student leadership without student voice is not effective. Student voice is important in student leadership
programme in two ways.

Firstly, those students holding positions of leadership should be able to speak openly to key members of
staff in the school in order to discuss ideas and strategies they would like to initiate.

Secondly, student leadership programmes should include a student voice structure that reaches all students
in the student body. In this way student leaders represent the student body as well as carry out key roles in
the school. This in turn provides the student leaders with credibility and students with representation.
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GEMS Metropole School
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STUDENT WELLBEING

HOW WE MONITOR AND SUPPORT WELLBEING

Wellbeing at GEMS Metropole School is monitored systematically and reviewed regularly to ensure timely and
appropriate support for every student.

We use a combination of student voice, data and professional judgement to identify needs early. This includes
regular wellbeing surveys, the Upstrive digital check in platform, pastoral observations, attendance monitoring
and behaviour trends. Heads of Year and Phase Leaders meet regularly to review patterns and respond
proactively.

Where concerns are identified, a structured support pathway is followed. This may include a wellbeing check
in, parental communication, targeted pastoral intervention or referral to specialist support where required.

Our approach ensures that wellbeing is not left to chance. It is embedded within our safeguarding systems,
inclusion processes and leadership oversight, allowing us to respond with clarity, consistency and care.

ATTENDANCE
G
G
]
—: \.— ® o N A
awful great

Upstrive N 7/ S
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ACADEMIC AND PASTORAL CONCERNS

At Metropole School, we always like to hear from the parents of the students we teach. In order for us to deal with any
comments, concerns or questions quickly and effectively, please direct these to the relevant members of staff as listed
below.

Academic Concerns: Any academic concerns about your child’s progress should, as a first point of call, be shared with
your child’s LEAD Teacher. Broader questions about how the curriculum is organised should be addressed to the
Heads of Department, or the class teachers of your son/daughter. Email addresses will be shared on GEMS Connect.

English Sarah Halforty
Maths Nadeem Suleman
Science Catherine Snell

Physical Education Benjamin Jepson

Islamic Studies (Muslim students) Nofa Algra
Arabic A Nofa Algra
Arabic B Aline Nouneh

Humanities (History, Geography) Molly Durnall

Modern Foreign Languages Louise Lightfoot
ICT & Computing
Art Helen O’Donovan
Gillian Atkinson
Stuart Wilson
Euan Taylor

Stuart Wilson

Safae Drissi

Performing Arts (Drama, Music, Dance)
Learning to Lead (Non-Muslim students)
Moral, Social, and Cultural Studies (MSC)

Extra-curricular Activities

Pastoral Concerns: Should you have concerns that do not relate to an academic matter, please contact your
son/daughter’s Head of Year

Heads of Year & Assistant Heads of Year

The Active School
Deputy Head of Year 7

Head of Year 7 Jessica Storey Andrew Hyland

Head of Year 8
Head of Year 9

Head of Year 10
Head of Year 11
Head of Year 12
Head of Year 13
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Daniel Wiseman

Andrew Meadows

Laura McKechnie
Serena Walker
Sarah Winn
Chris Waldron

Deputy Head of Year 8

Deputy Head of Year 9
The Future School

Deputy Head of Year 10

Deputy Head of Year 11

Deputy Head of Year 12

Deputy Head of Year 13

Stephen Davies

Greig Barnes

TBC

Asama Zaffar
Denifer Demaili
TBC
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CURRICULUM OVERVIEW

Here you will find a summary of the subjects which Year 9 students’ study, along with the time allocated on a
weekly basis.

Lesson Per Time Allocated
Week Minutes

English 4 240
Maths 4 240
Science 3 180
Physical Education 3 180
Islamic Studies (Muslim students)/ 5 80
Learning to Lead (Non-Muslim students)

Arabic 3 180
Geography 1 60
History 1 60
Modern Foreign Languages: French/Spanish 2 120
ICT & Computing 1 60
Art 1 60
Performing Arts: Drama 1 60
Performing Arts: Music 1 60
Moral, Social & Cultural Studies (MSC) 1 50
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ARABIC A
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ARABIC A (continued)
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GEMS Metropole School
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ARABIC B

In Year 9, Arabic B updated curriculum aims to cover different levels to meet the student’s needs. The curriculum focuses
on real life activities or situations or public figures, students will learn and apply their learning developing their language
skills (reading, writing, listening, speaking) through literature, observations, and collaborative discussions. They will
demonstrate new ways to build strong base in asking and answering questions about key details in texts and reading aloud.
Students will present their work or presentations orally or through other media. In addition, students learned how to write
different types of texts (articles, informative essays, description essays, journals, persuasive essays) applying new grammar
concepts.

COURSE OVERVIEW

Unit: Tolerance and Unit: Advertising  Unit: Proud of my Unit: The Unit: Unit: Emotion

Coexistence and Economics country Environment Environment and <happiness

*no bullying eadvertising *roles models *forest Technology eanger

*tolerance *food and drinks in my life eenvironment *power resources e*the hunger

*my strange friend *clothing *Volunteering protection *Emirates Mars

mission Grammar:

Grammar: Grammar: Grammar: Grammar: *exclamation style
bl fuo (Junadl - 43I Colud *the connected Aol Ao Grammar: *pronouns
S [VWN[[F SP pleaiwdl @lgal pronouns (el ddaally Jaall, *present, past, *connection
Cazxadl) plgaia)l @lgal EVWESIN[ I ool future tense *present, past,

& Gl Jas JI ol L)l ©lesl( &Y-  esingular, dual, future tenses

Writing Skills: o— eliS— L)  plural *negative
Writing Skills: Writing Skills: *Write a *exclamation style
Content «Students will *Designing a paragraph about Writing Skills: Writing Skills:

e ElsEu e specificad in a his role model *Write a Writing Skills: *Rewrite a
RS SE i way that leads *Comparison betw paragraph *Students biography of
impact of bullying, people to read een good and bad describing will write about  someone.
also they will and pay attention role model the importance using technolog <Writing a text
create posters for toit. *Write about a of forests Causes vy to safe our about how we can
no bullying signs to *Writing a topic real experience in of pollutionand  environment. make people
AeEua i fride about diet for volunteering, and how to protect  *Students will around us happy.
s A, health. the impact of the environment write about *Write a paragraph

«students will write| S Compare clothes  thaton Emirates Mars about what | feel
about the value of 1N Your country the student and mission. about myself if |
e i e and in the on the society. am an optimistic
Iife and how it Emirates person or
reflects in the pessimistic and
society. why?
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ARABIC B (continued)

COURSE OVERVIEW (continued)

*Students will write *Describe *Write a recipe

about coexistence  the appropriate about a plate or a
dish you like.

in UAE, how it work
Content make all of us clothes from *Write a text, how
living in great your point of parents react
community. view, explaining toward their kid’s
behavior and how

the reason for

your selection. they deal with their

anger.

The students will be assessed at the end of each unit and will have an end of term Assessment.

Useful Websites:
o www.kamkalima.com/ar/home
¢ www.liveworksheets.com/worksheets/ar
o www.wordwall.net/en-us/community/arabic
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ART AND DESIGN

Our main aims at MTS in the Art Dept for KS3 are:

e To creatively express ideas, experiences, and personal viewpoints through visual outcomes

e To analyse and select the work of artists, designers, and craftspeople from a range of cultures, making informed
connections to their own work

e To confidently experiment with and refine the use of media, techniques, and processes to support creative
intentions

¢ To independently generate, organise, develop, and refine ideas in response to a theme and personal interests

e To produce skillful, personal, and purposeful outcomes that demonstrate creativity, technical proficiency, and
informed decision-making

Implementation

In Year 9, students continue to build upon the skills, knowledge, and understanding developed throughout the Active
School. They apply the formal elements with increasing confidence and independence while exploring more personal
responses to themes and ideas. Through a range of projects, students refine their ability to analyse artists, experiment
with media and processes, develop creative intentions, and produce increasingly skillful outcomes. This prepares
students for a smooth transition into the Futures School and the demands of GCSE Art and Design.

COURSE OVERVIEW

Year 9 Art builds upon the knowledge, skills, with increasing independence, developing more personal responses to
themes and creative challenges.

Through a range of projects, students explore the work of artists, designers, and craftspeople from diverse cultures
and contexts, using these influences to inform and refine their own ideas. Students experiment with more advanced
materials, techniques, and processes, including specialist drawing, painting, printmaking, and three-dimensional
approaches, developing greater technical proficiency and confidence in their creative decision-making.

Pop Art — mixed media: (Logo) Natural Forms — Sculpture Reductive Printmaking

In Term 1, students will explore In Term 2 students are Milk carton etching (dry point
Content the iconic Pop Art movement embarking on a sculptural printmaking alternative)

through a mixed media logo project inspired by natural

outcome. forms.
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MOTOR CITY

ART AND DESIGN (continued)

COURSE OVERVIEW (continued)

Content

& gemsmetropoleschool-dubaicom

Students will select their own
logos to reflect their own
interests. They will gain an
understanding of balance with
an emphasis on compositional
and colour balance. They will
draw their outlines on A3
paper implementing layering
and overlapping techniques to
create a sticker bomb effect.

Before students add colour to
their work, they will explore a
range of watercolour
techniques and processes,
producing a wide range of
effects which will be applied
to their logo outcome.
Students will be required to
select two more appropriate
mediums to add to their
design.

As work progresses, students
will engage in mini classroom
galleries where they will
support each other through
peer evaluations and critiques
to ensure they are finishing
their work to a high standard.

In this project, students explore
the beauty, structure, and
complexity of natural forms as a
source of artistic inspiration.
Through observational drawing,
artist research, and
experimentation with three-
dimensional techniques, students
investigate how artists transform
shapes, patterns, textures, and
structures found in nature into
sculptural forms.

Students develop their ideas
through a series of design
explorations before creating a
personal sculpture inspired by
natural forms. Throughout the
project, they refine their
understanding of form, texture,
and construction techniques
while developing their ability to
make creative decisions and
realise their intentions in three
dimensions.

The project encourages creativity,
problem-solving, and technical
skill, resulting in a unique and
expressive sculptural outcome.

In Term 3, students will
explore an alternative
reductive printmaking
process. Students will begin
this project by experimenting
with the sgraffito process on
a small scale. Developing an
understanding of textures
and patterns, students will
be introduced to the process
of carving into a surface.
Students will carve their
design onto the inside of a
milk carton, while reinforcing
their understanding of line,
tone, texture, shape and
form.

Students will learn how to
ink up their etched surface
and accurately transfer their
print to a surface.

Building on their manual
manipulation skills from
previous projects, students
will extend their learning by
exploring ways to develop
their work.
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GEMS Metropole School
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ART AND DESIGN (continued)

COURSE OVERVIEW (continued)

Student work will be marked Student work will be marked at  Student work will be

at the end of every half the end of every half term. marked at the end of every
term. half term.

Students should expect to use a
Students should expect to range of peer and self- Students should expect to
use a range of peer and self- assessment in their work, group  use a range of peer and self-
assessment in their work, evaluations and classroom assessment in their work,
group evaluations and galleries critiques to support group evaluations and
classroom galleries critiques  their learning. classroom galleries critiques
to support their learning. to support their learning.

Useful Websites:

® https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z6f3cdm
® https://www.artsy.net

® https://www.studentartguide.com

® https://www.pinterest.com

& gemsmetropoleschool-dubaicom
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ENGLISH

The Year 9 English course is designed to reinforce, consolidate, and develop the knowledge and skills that have
been embedded throughout our Key Stage Three Curriculum. It is built around the interrelated strands of
language, literature and literacy as well as forming a transition to the English Language and English Literature
IGCSE courses.

In Year 9, students will move from studying poetry in isolation, to making connections and comparisons
between the works of two or more poets. When studying both modern poems and poems from the literary canon,
they will begin to consider more deeply the significance of the context in which they were written.
Students will also have opportunity to write for different audiences and forms as well as develop and refine skills
needed for their own writing such as effective research and proof reading through the Plastic Pollution inquiry-
led project. In addition, our Year 9 curriculum also introduces students to the conventions of drama texts and their
place in the literary canon. One lesson a week is a dedicated reading lesson.

How will students reading and writing skills be assessed?

A matrix of assessment is utilised in the subject to allow students to view their progress across the year. The
assessment objectives and grades have been mapped out in line with Pearson Edexcel English Language GCSE to
allow for a smooth transition into KS4.

Reading:

AO1 —read and understand a variety of texts, selecting and interpreting information, ideas and perspectives.
AO2 — understand and analyse how writers use linguistic and structural devices to achieve their effects.

AO3 —explore links and connections between writers’ ideas and perspectives, as well as how these are
conveyed.

Writing:

AO4 — communicate effectively and imaginatively, adapting form, tone and register of writing for specific
purposes and audiences.

AO5 — write clearly, using a range of vocabulary and sentence structures, with appropriate paragraphing and
accurate spelling, grammar and punctuation.

& gemsmetropoleschool-dubaicom




Joag) i oyl ol A 1ujy o

GEMS Metropole School
MOTOR CITY

HUMANITIES : GEOGRAPHY & HISTORY

The Humanities subjects of Geography and History will be taught for 1 lesson per week for each.
Below outlines what students will be covering throughout the year in both subjects.

GEOGRAPHY

In Year 9, students will explore global development, examining how levels of development vary between
countries and within countries. They will investigate development indicators, globalisation, strategies to reduce
the development gap, and environmental issues linked to development.

Students will then study plate tectonics, learning about the structure of the Earth, the causes of earthquakes
and volcanoes, and how tectonichazards are managed. Finally, they will examine population and migration,
exploring population change, the Demographic Transition Model, migration patterns and the links between
migration, population growth and urbanisation. Throughout the year, students will continue to develop their
geographical enquiry, analytical and decision-making skills.

HISTORY

In Year 9, students will investigate the causes, events and consequences of the two World Wars. They will begin
by exploring the causes of WorldWar |, including tensions in Europe and the assassination of Archduke Franz
Ferdinand, before examining trench warfare, key battles and life on the Western Front. Students will then study
the inter-war years and also examine the Women's Suffrage Movement and the campaign for voting rights in
Britain. The year concludes with a study of World War Il, including key battles, life on the Home Front,
evacuation, rationing and the changing role of women. Throughout the year, students will continue to develop
their source analysis, historical enquiry and critical thinking skills

Useful Websites:

e BBC Bitesize: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
e National Geographic: https://www.nationalgeographic.com/

e Geographical Association: https://geography.org.uk/
e School History: https://schoolhistory.co.uk/
e Simple History: https://www.youtube.com/@Simplehistory

& gemsmetropoleschool-dubaicom
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HUMANITIES : GEOGRAPHY & HISTORY (continued)

COURSE OVERVIEW

Development Causes of World War 1:

« Development indicators e Europe in 1914
Comparing HIC’s, LIC’s, NEE’s e Long term causes of WW1
e Short term causes of WW1

e Assessment on causation

Comparing development within countries
Development and globalization
Reducing the development gap World War 1:
e Environmental issues o Censorship and propaganda
Conscription
Plate Tectonics Trench warfare

e The structure of the earth o Medicine
The plates of the earth Role of women
What are earthquakes and how are they Role of Empire

measured e Presentation assessment
Case study of an earthquake
The structure of a volcano
Case study of a volcano

Content

Inter-war years:
e End of World War 1
o Treaty of Versailles

e Managing tectonic hazards o Causes of WW?2
Population Womens Suffrage Movement
« Population explosion over time * Chartism
« Population density and change * How did women protest
« The Demographic Transition Model * Victorian women
e Population pyramids * Achieving the vote
o Migration World War 2:
e Migration case study o Key battles
« Linking migration, population to urbanization e Life on the Home Front
e Role of women
e Rationing

e Evacuation
Source Assessment on Evacuation

Students will have a range of assessments which
are both written, presentations and project work.
Students have the opportunity to work
individually and as part of a team.

Students are assessed throughout the course with
essay style questions as well as source questions
which use the skills developed over the course.

& gemsmetropoleschool-dubaicom
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ICT AND COMPUTER SCIENCE

In Year 9, students will build on the programming skills and computing concepts which have been developed in
Year 7 and 8 in preparation for student’s option choices. Students will have a further insight into both Computer
Science and ICT topics to allow them to decide which path they would like to pursue for GCSE. Students will
develop their capability, creativity and knowledge in both subjects using the following curriculum.

COURSE OVERVIEW

Content + Digital Literacy * Data science _ _ . Repres_entatlons —going

. HTML * Python programming with audiovisual
sequences of data * Al Foundation

Digital literacy Problem solving Creativity
Digital citizenship Programming concepts Design

Key Skills File Management De-bugging Networking
Recall Logical thinking Planning
Critical thinking Resilience Collaboration

MCQ testing understanding of topic
Practical activity demonstrating the use of key skills

Useful Websites:

o https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z8mtsbk

o https://replit.com/new/python3

o https://www.codecademy.com/learn/learn-python

o https://mwww.w3schools.com/html/default.asp

o https://edu.qgcfglobal.org/en/topics/office2016/

& gemsmetropoleschool-dubaicom
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ISLAMIC STUDIES
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Useful Websites:

e WWW.Seraj-uae.com

o www.twinkl.ae/resources/home-key-stage-1-subjects/religion/islam-religion

¢ www.youtube.com/c/saudwesara

¢ www.youtube.com/c/One4kids-Zaky

& gemsmetropoleschool-dubaicom
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MATHEMATICS

In Year 9, students focus on the fundamental skills and topics that will prepare them for the IGCSE examinations.
Students build on prior knowledge and will also be introduced to new concepts and methods. To supplement this
work, students will also be working on functional skills tasks, which apply mathematics in everyday situations and
work on students’ problem-solving skills.

COURSE OVERVIEW

Pearson Edexcel Course Code 4MA1
The Pearson Edexcel International GCSE in Mathematics qualification enables students to:
e Develop their knowledge and understanding of mathematical concepts and techniques
e Acquire a foundation of mathematical skills for further study in the subject or related areas
e Enjoy using and applying mathematical techniques and concepts, and become confident in using
mathematics to solve problems
e Appreciate the importance of mathematics in society, employment and study

The course covers the following content headings:
e Number
e Ratio
e Proportion and Rates of Change
e Algebra
e Geometry and Measures
e Statistics
e Probability

How will the course be assessed?
Students will sit termly assessments which cover all content covered up until that point.

Further Opportunities

On successful completion of the IGCSE, students can continue their study of Mathematics by undertaking the
two-year International A Level Mathematics course, the prerequisite for this course is a strong level 7 at
IGCSE. Students who have studied Mathematics may go on to study and work in fields such as engineering,
statistics, financial markets, research, teaching and economics due to their strong understanding of number
and acquired problem solving skills.

Useful Websites:

e https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk
e https://www.drfrostmaths.com/

¢ https://www.bbc.com/education/subjects/zghs34j

e www.corbettmaths.com

& gemsmetropoleschool-dubaicom
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MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES (MFL) : FRENCH & SPANISH

New students who join Metropole in Year 9 can choose to study either French or Spanish. If a student has studied
either French or Spanish previously, they should continue to learn the same language at Metropole School.
Current Metropole students, who have already been studying French or Spanish in Year 8, will continue with their
same choice of language in Year 9.

For fluent and advanced speakers of French or Spanish, students should choose to study the language that they
are less proficient in to widen their linguistical skills. They will be assigned to either a French or Spanish class
accordingly. Unfortunately, students are not allowed to switch between languages.

We follow the Pearson text books and schemes of work: Studio (French) and Viva (Spanish). In both languages,
students will develop the language learning skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing by studying a broad
range of topics. Similarly, to Year 8, students will study a range of different topics over the year to broaden their
range of vocabulary which they can then apply in different settings. Furthermore, students will continue to
develop their awareness of diversity, and our curriculum intends to nurture students into true global citizens, and
it’s our belief that we are empowering students to become the leaders of tomorrow’s world.

The subject will encourage students to independently evaluate their performance in the various course elements
and it will regularly give them time to work on their identified area for improvement allowing
for personalised learning and feedback. All of our lessons are taught mainly in the target language and students
are also encouraged to reply in the target language.

COURSE OVERVIEW - FRENCH (subject to change depending on work covered)

Term1A/ 1B/ 2A Term2B/3A /3B

Talking about friends and the qualities of a  Talking about sports and activities

good friend Describing what you do online

Describing family relationships Talking about reading and books
Arranging to go out Describing television viewing preferences
Daily routine Talking about films and actors/actresses
Household jobs

Talking about their childhood

m Reading, Speaking, Listening, Writing, Grammar
@ gemsmetropoleschool-dubai.com

Content
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MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES (MFL) : FRENCH & SPANISH (continued)

COURSE OVERVIEW - SPANISH (subject to change depending on work covered)

Talking about holidays

Describing summer activities

Describing different types of holidays
Describing likes and dislikes of other people
Describing a past holiday

Content Describing where you stayed using the
imperfect tense

Making reservations and describing
problems

Talk about an ideal holiday

m Reading, Speaking, Listening, Writing, Grammar

Useful Websites:

¢ www.linguascope.com

e WWW.pearsonactivelearn.com

¢ www.languagesonline.org.uk

o Www.wordreference.com

e https://en.pons.com/translate

o www.educationperfect.com

& gemsmetropoleschool-dubaicom

Term1A/ 1B/ 2A Term2B/3A /3B

Giving opinions about school subjects
Describing school facilities

Describing school uniform and the
school day

Talking about subjects and teachers
Talking about school rules and school
problems

Describing after-school activities.
Comparing high school to primary
school



http://www.linguascope.com/
http://www.pearsonactivelearn.com/
http://www.languagesonline.org.uk/
http://www.wordreference.com/
https://en.pons.com/translate
http://www.educationperfect.com/
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PERFORMING ARTS : DRAMA & MUSIC

In Year 9 students will have 1 hour of Music and 1 hour of Drama a week. In Year 9 these lessons are taught in their LEAD
groups. Students will study 6 topics in each of the Performing Arts subject and have 3 formal assessments in Drama and
Music over the course of the academic year.

COURSE OVERVIEW

Topic 1A

Topic 1B

Topic 2A

Topic 2B

Topic 3A

Topic 3B

Topic 1: Brechtian Exploration

Using a script as a stimulus, students will
devise a performance in the style of Brecht.

Topic 2: Monologues and Duologues

Students explore monologues and duologues,
developing vocal and physical performance skills,
characterisation and script interpretation
through rehearsal and performance of scripted
extracts for an audience.

Topic 3: Stanislavski Exploration

Students will perform a script influenced
by Stanislavski’s ‘The System.’

Topic 4: Industry Exploration

Students will be researching and exploring
the Performing Arts Industry and the role it
plays within the UAE.

Topic 5 : Acting for Screen

Using Stanislavksi conventions, students
will act for camera looking at key
terminology from infront and behind the
camera.

Topic 6: Improvisation

Students explore improvisation through
spontaneous performance tasks, developing
creativity, characterisation, communication and
teamwork skills while responding imaginatively
to stimuli, scenarios and dramatic challenges.

& gemsmetropoleschool-dubaicom

Performance 1

Using film music, students learn how to
perform as an ensemble.

Composition 1

Continuing with film music, students compose
a soundtrack for a short film, using music
technology.

Performance 2

In this unit students study the development of
Dance Music.

World Music Passport

In this research unit, students will create a
musical passport exploring music from around
the world.

Composition 2

Students have the opportunity to compose
their own piece of music of their genre of
choice.

Performance 3

In this unit students develop their
improvisational skills, using jazz & blues as
their influence.
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION

In Year 9, students will continue engaging in a broad, creative, and strategically mapped PE curriculum that allows
them to refine their physical literacy, deepen their understanding, and consolidate prior learning. The curriculum
is designed to stretch and challenge all learners by embedding increasingly complex tasks and opportunities
across a wide range of sport and activities. Students are supported to lead healthy, active lifestyles through
purposeful participation, competition and reflection with a strong emphasis on character building values such as
respect, resilience and fairness.

GCSE Physical Education and BTEC Sport concepts and theories are embedded across sport units, enabling
students to extend and refine their theoretical knowledge in practical settings. This
includes analysing performance using data, evaluating health and fitness and designing targeted
training programmes to improve specific components of fitness laying a strong foundation for those students who
are considering a sport pathway.

In alignment with the GEMS Metropole Active School vision, student leadership continues to be embedded
throughout the curriculum. Students will refine key leadership skills such as communication, organisation and
teamwork through structured roles and peer-led challenges that encourage responsibility and initiative.

Year 9 students will continue to benefit from input from specialist staff. Selected units will be taught by our
Strength and conditioning Coach, Sports Nutritionist, Aesthetics Specialist (Dance and Cheer) and Combat
Specialist, offering students the opportunity to explore various disciplines and refine their individual interests
within a well-rounded and ambitious curriculum.

COURSE OVERVIEW

Throughout the year all students will rotate through the following Sports

Basketball, Fitness and the body/Strength and Conditioning, Football, Swimming,
Content Athletics, Striking and Fielding, Badminton, Handball, Volleyball, Gymnastics, Table Tennis,
Nutrition, Combat, Dance, Cheerleading, Sports Psychology and Wrestling.

Formative practical assessment will take place throughout each unit of sport being
studied. This will be focused on students being able to apply advanced skills and complex
tactics consistently to sports.

Useful Websites:

¢ http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/znyb4wx

o https://www.england.nhs.uk/ourwork/public-health/harnessing-the-benefits-of-physical-activity.

¢ http://www.nhs.uk/change4life/Pages/change-for-life.aspx

& gemsmetropoleschool-dubaicom
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SCIENCE

Welcome to Year 9 Science! This year marks the beginning of your AQA GCSE Science course. Our focus will be on
deepening your understanding of scientific principles and preparing you for the rigorous study required for your
GCSEs. Throughout the year, you'll engage in a variety of activities that will build a strong foundation across
biology, chemistry, and physics, setting you up for success in your exams. Building a Solid Foundation

COURSE OVERVIEW

Content

& gemsmetropoleschool-dubaicom

> Unit B3.1: Growth and
Differentiation

* Key Concepts: Structure and
classification of cells, cell
transport mechanisms, mitosis,
cancer, and stem cells.

e Activities: Microscopy, diffusion
and osmosis practicals,
investigating bacterial growth,
and exploring cell division and
disease.

> Unit C3.1: The Periodic Table

* Key Concepts: Atomic structure,
isotopes, electronic
configuration, periodic trends,
and group reactivities.

e Activities: Building models,
comparing properties of group 1,
7 and 0 elements, and using data
to explain periodic patterns.

» Unit P3.1: Acceleration

* Key Concepts: Scalars and
vectors, Newton’s laws,
acceleration, motion graphs, and
resultant forces.

e Activities: Investigating
acceleration, analysing velocity-
time graphs, and solving vector
and motion problems.

» Unit B3.2: Human Interaction

* Key Concepts: Biodiversity,
pollution, global warming, food
security, and sustainable
resource use.

e Activities: Ecosystem modelling,
evaluating farming practices, and
analysing human impacts
through case studies.

Unit C3.2: Introduction to
Quantitative Chemistry

Key Concepts: Conservation of mass,
relative formula mass, percentage
composition, concentration, and salt
preparation.

Activities: Performing salt-making
practicals, practising quantitative
calculations, and applying formulae
to real data.

Unit P3.2: Heating

Key Concepts: Internal energy,
temperature, specific heat capacity,
latent heat, and energy calculations.
Activities: Conducting RPA for SHC,
comparing insulation materials, and
using thermal equations to solve
problems.

Unit B3.3: Genetics

Key Concepts: Meiosis, inheritance,
DNA structure, gene expression,
protein synthesis, and inherited
disorders.

Activities: Using Punnett squares,
exploring genetic disorders, and
evaluating the development of gene
theory.

> Unit C3.3: Using Resources

Key Concepts: Finite vs renewable
resources, water purification, life
cycle assessments, and sustainable
use of materials.

Activities: Comparing water
treatment methods, analysing
environmental impact data, and
exploring recycling solutions.

Unit P3.3: Sound and Waves
Key Concepts: Wave properties,
frequency, wavelength, speed,
reflection/refraction, and sound
applications.

Activities: Practical wave
investigations, analysing wave
diagrams, and applying wave
equations in context.

Unit P3.4: Home Electricity (Not
assessed in Year 9)

Key Concepts: Domestic electricity,
energy use, power in circuits, safety,
and static electricity.

Activities: Modelling the National
Grid, comparing energy costs,
investigating appliances, and
exploring circuit components.
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SCIENCE (continued)

This year, you will revisit and expand upon key concepts from earlier years, ensuring you have a robust
understanding of essential scientific principles. This will involve:

Reviewing Core Concepts: Reinforcing your knowledge of topics such as cell biology, atomic structure, energy,
and forces.

Deepening Understanding: Exploring more complex ideas and how different scientific principles interconnect.

Developing Practical Skills: Practical skills are crucial for your success in GCSE Science. Throughout the year,
you will:

* Conduct Experiments: Engage in hands-on activities to explore scientific concepts and develop your
experimental techniques.

* Analyse Data: Learn to record, analyze, and interpret data accurately, helping you to understand and
evaluate scientific evidence.

* Write Scientific Reports: Practice writing detailed and structured scientific reports, a key component of
your GCSE assessments.

Enhancing Analytical and Critical Thinking: Science is not just about knowledge; it's about thinking critically
and solving problems. You will:

* Solve Problems: Tackle scientific problems and case studies that require you to apply your knowledge

creatively.

* Evaluate Evidence: Develop your ability to critically assess the validity and reliability of scientific data and
sources.

* Construct Arguments: Learn to construct well-reasoned scientific arguments, both in written and oral
formats.

Preparing for GCSE Exams: As you progress through Year 9, you will start to familiarize yourself with the format
and expectations of GCSE exams:

* Exam Techniques: Gain insights into effective revision strategies and exam techniques specific to the AQA
GCSE Science exams.

* Practice Questions: Regularly tackle GCSE-style questions to build your confidence and improve your exam
performance.

* Mock Exams: Participate in mock exams to experience exam conditions and receive feedback to guide your
revision.

& gemsmetropoleschool-dubaicom
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SCIENCE (continued)

Collaborative Learning and Enrichment
Learning is more effective and enjoyable when done collaboratively. This year, you will have opportunities to:

* Work in Teams: Collaborate with your peers on projects and experiments, developing your teamwork and
communication skills.

* Participate in Science Clubs: Engage in additional scientific activities and projects beyond the classroom to
deepen your interest and understanding.

* Interact with Experts: Attend talks and workshops with guest speakers from various scientific fields to gain
broader perspectives on science in the real world.
Assessment and Feedback
Your progress will be monitored and assessed through a combination of:
* Classwork and Homework: Regular assignments to reinforce learning and provide practice.
* Practical Assessments: Evaluations of your practical skills and understanding of experiments.

* End-of-Term Tests: Tests at the end of each term to assess your understanding and readiness for GCSE
exames.

* Feedback Sessions: Regular feedback to help you identify strengths and areas for improvement, guiding your
study and revision.

Looking Ahead

Year 9 is a pivotal year in your scientific education. The knowledge, skills, and experiences you gain this year will
be crucial as you move forward in your GCSE studies. By the end of Year 9, you will be well-prepared to tackle the
challenges of Year 10 and 11, confident in your ability to succeed in your AQA GCSE Science exams.

We are excited to support you on this important journey. Together, we will explore the wonders of science and
develop the skills you need for a bright future in science.

Useful Websites:

e http://www.educationquizzes.com/ks3/science/

¢ https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/interactive ks3 science

¢ http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zng4d2p

¢ https://www.pearsonactivelearn.com/

o https://www.thenational.academy/

e https://keystagewiki.com/index.php/Science Key Stage 3
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ACTIVE SCHOOL SUPER CURRICULUM

THE SCHOOL OF HIGH PERFORMANCE

At GEMS Metropole School, the School of High Performance provides every student with access to an
innovative curriculum that develops sporting ability, physical wellbeing and the habits required for lifelong
success. Through expert coaching and world-class facilities, students build resilience, confidence, leadership
and discipline whilst experiencing a broad range of specialist sporting disciplines. Each student within the
Active School has access to the following curriculum within their additional hour of Physical Education per
week.

Curriculum Blocks Include:

* Sports Nutrition
Students learn how nutrition, hydration and recovery support health, wellbeing and sporting performance,
developing lifelong healthy habits.

* Strength & Conditioning
A progressive programme that develops movement quality, strength, speed, agility and power, helping
students improve performance and reduce injury risk.

* Combat Sports
Students experience disciplines including Wrestling, Boxing and Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu, developing technical
skills, resilience, self-discipline and respect.

* Football Performance
Students develop technical ability, tactical awareness and teamwork through high-quality coaching and
competitive opportunities.

* Aesthetic Performance
Dance, Cheerleading and Gymnastics develop coordination, flexibility, balance, strength and confidence
through creative movement and performance.

* Sports Psychology
Our Red 2 Blue programme teaches students practical strategies to build resilience, manage pressure and
develop a high-performance mindset.

* Sports Performance Analysis
Students use video analysis, performance data and reflection to evaluate and improve sporting
performance.

Across every aspect of the curriculum, students develop technical sporting skills alongside leadership,
teamwork, resilience, communication and confidence. Whether participating for enjoyment or aspiring to
elite performance, the School of High Performance provides every learner with the opportunity to challenge
themselves, maximise their potential and develop a lifelong passion for sport.
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GEMS Metropole School
MOTOR CITY

ADDITIONAL CURRICULUM INFORMATION

EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

As a school we value the importance of a healthy and active lifestyle, and here at Metropole we have in place a
comprehensive extra-curricular programme with a range of enjoyable activities on offer for our students to choose from.
Engagement in sport and a wide range of squads that are led by teachers, PE staff and outside sports agencies are very
popular with students. Metropole is developing a reputation for competitive sport and our students participate in a range of
fixtures and competitions each year.

Our sports’ squads are known as the Metropole Mustangs and our motto is “Racing to success” (zl=d! 4! 3ul”.) Metropole
competes in both national and international competitions including DASSA, GEMS Sports Series and The World School
Games, with over 70 Squads across a range of sports.

In addition to physical activities, it is also important to offer activities that stimulate our students” minds. We design our
activities to spark student imagination. We inspire them to try something new and to learn about leadership and teamwork.
The talents and interests we cultivate now will nourish them in the future.

Extra-curricular activities take place at lunchtime and after the school day, and offerings are updated every term. They may
also be invited to intervention sessions during this time to support their academics, help students achieve their target
grades or push them to achieve what they didn’t believe possible. Throughout the school year, students have the
opportunity to compete in national and international competitions as part of our provision.

We are very excited about our growing number of extracurricular activities on offer, which we will continue to grow and
develop.

MSC (Moral, Social & Cultural Studies)

Moral, Social and Cultural (MSC) education at Metropole is delivered weekly in a dedicated lesson, and is also integrated
into all specific subject areas; assemblies, trips, projects and house competitions.

The ultimate outcome of MSC is to create a generation of citizens who:

* Build character traits that include resilience, perseverance, work ethic, critical thinking and discipline.

* Prepare students with the skills they need for adult life. Skills include financial literacy, awareness of addiction, mental
and physical well-being and digital literacy.

* Teach students the practical and ethical values that are represented in the ethos of the course, which includes
tolerance, honesty, dignity, respect, and humility.

* Encourage and enable students to become engaged members of their community.

¢ Teach students about culture, both of the UAE and of the wider world, and enable them to value the wealth of culture
available across the world.

* Emphasise diversity in its social and cultural components.

* Deliver international content.

* Challenge and inspire students.

* Reinforce UAE vision Key concepts for Sustainable development.
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ADDITIONAL CURRICULUM INFORMATION (continued)

CAREER ENRICHMENT

We place great importance on helping our students make informed decisions about their future academic and career
paths. These sessions aim to provide comprehensive support to our students in various ways:

® GCSE Taster Lessons: We believe that getting a taste of different subjects is essential for students to make well-
informed choices. During these sessions, students will have the opportunity to experience short introductory
lessons in various GCSE subjects. This firsthand experience will allow them to gain insights into different subjects
and their suitability based on their interests and strengths.

e Subject Information and Guidance: Our specialised Sixth Form team will offer detailed information and guidance
on the GCSE options available to our students. They will cover the entry requirements for each subject, helping
students understand the prerequisites and any specific considerations for their chosen subjects.

e Marketplace Support and Individual GCSE Passport: We have designed a marketplace support system that aids
students in exploring their interests and aligning them with potential career paths. Additionally, students will
receive an individual GCSE passport, which will help them track their academic progress and achievements
throughout Year 9.

e Unifrog Access: To further support our students in their career exploration journey, we provide access to Unifrog,
a comprehensive platform that offers a wide range of resources, including career guidance, university and college
information, and other valuable tools to help students plan for their future.

® Guest Speakers: We understand the importance of exposing our students to real-world experiences and career
opportunities. Hence, we invite guest speakers from diverse industries within Dubai to share their insights,
experiences, and expertise with our students. This interaction enables students to gain a deeper understanding of
different career paths and industries.

e Q&A with Employers and Employees: As part of our commitment to providing practical exposure, we organise
Q&A sessions where students can directly interact with employers and employees from various sectors. This
allows students to ask questions, seek advice, and understand the requirements and expectations of different
professions.

Through these dedicated career sessions, we aim to empower our Year 9 students with the knowledge and resources
they need to make informed choices for their GCSE subjects and future aspirations. By fostering their interests, skills,
and ambitions, we help them develop into well-rounded individuals ready to face the challenges and opportunities
that lie ahead.
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ADDITIONAL CURRICULUM INFORMATION (continued)

LEARNING TO LEAD

Students that do not study Islamic Studies will follow a ‘Learning to Lead’ programme at the same time our Muslim
students attend their Islamic Studies lessons. This creative curriculum focuses on allowing students to consolidate
their learning as well as providing opportunities that encourage them to engage in more cross-curricular ways.
Students will undertake project-based learning to gain further accreditations and complete leadership qualifications
to develop their skills for the future.

In these lessons, students will be working on a combination of different activities that support learning across their
subjects:

1. Project based cross-curricular work - students will be involved in projects that encourage creativity, innovation
and collaboration in the classroom. Many of these projects will be linked to MTS Talks, research projects, essay
writing skills, presentation skills and many more.

2. Team-building activities — students will participate in group activities exploring the context of different countries
and have the opportunity to enter different competitions, local and international. The activities aim to develop
confidence, personal development, communication and problem solving. Students will build leadership and
character skills and feel empowered to serve their communities.

3. External accreditations - students will be able to access external accreditations, such as Open University
qualifications. These qualifications cover a broad range of areas of interest to the students. Please note that
these courses are not mandatory and may come at an additional cost to parents/guardians should students wish
to take them.

All resources and information covered during the ‘Learning to Lead’ programme will be uploaded to Phoenix
Classroom in order for our students who attend Islamic Studies to access in their own time, if they wish. They can also
enter the qualifications and receive guidance from teachers.

TRIPS

At GEMS Metropole School, learning extends beyond the classroom through a wide range of curriculum
linked trips, residential visits, competitions, workshops, guest speakers and enrichment opportunities. These
experiences are designed to enhance learning, deepen subject knowledge and bring the curriculum to life.

Alongside supporting academic progress, they develop teamwork, resilience, confidence, independence and
leadership, while giving students exciting opportunities to challenge themselves, build lasting memories and
broaden their horizons. These experiences form an integral part of a well-rounded education and help
prepare students for success both in school and beyond.
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